GERMAN DOUBTS AS TO "LOCALIZATION"
telegrams, which had poured into Hie Foreign Office, \|be
given him upon his arrival at Potsdam.11                ' \&
The military and naval leaders had also returned fe
Berlin by the afternoon of July 27. Moltke, before the
crisis arose, had planned to return from his cure at Karlsbad
on July 25, but delayed a day.12 On his arrival he ta&ed
with Bethmann and agreed that an attitude of calm should
prevail, but took also the precaution of sending to the For-
eign Office a draft in his own hand of the ultimatum to be
sent to Belgium in case of war.13 After talking with Beth-
mann again next morning, the 27th, he wrote to his wife:
"The situation continues to be decidedly not'clear. Not
very quickly will it clear up; it will be some fourteen days
before one can know or say anything definite,"14
Admiral Tirpitz had been requested by Bethmann on
July 24 not to return from his summer home in Switzerland,
in order to avoid arousing alarming comment which might
embarrass the Foreign Office in its "localization" policy,
Nevertheless, on his own responsibility, the Grand Admiral
also returned to Berlin on July 27, convinced that Beth-
jnann was pursuing a perilous path in allowing such tension
to develop with Russia in the foolish hope that an Austro-
Serbian conflict could be localized, and that even in case
of war on the Continent England would remain neutral.
"The Chancellor," he had written to a subordinate just be-
fore leaving Switzerland, "is absolutely on the wrong track,
wrapped up in his idea of winning the favor of perfidious
Albion. ... We must, at all costs, come to an understand-
ing with Russia, and play the Bear and the Whale against .
each other."15
11 Bethmann to Kaiser, July 27, 11:20 A.M.; K.D., 245.
12 K.D., 74, 197.                                13 K.D, 376, note 1.
H Moltke, Erinnerungen, p. 381. This indicates that he still sup-
posed Austria would not declare war on Serbia until Conrad had com-
1 pleted the concentration of the Austrian forces calculated for August 12.
15 Tirpitz, Erinnerungen (Berlin, 1920), p. 150; c/. also pp. 213 f. and
236 f. Tirpitz, according to his later memoirs, would have liked to see